
2019 BUDGET NEWSLETTER

HOLLAND CENTRAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

District Vote
Tuesday, May 21 2019

HS Gymnasium
6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Vote on budget, vehicle proposition, 
capital project proposition, 

& Board of Education position

On Tuesday, May 21, residents of the 
Holland Central School District will 

have the opportunity to vote on the 
proposed 2019-2020 school budget. 
As Superintendent of Schools, I have 
worked collaboratively with our Board 
of Education and Administration to de-
velop a budget that provides resources 
for academic achievement in a safe and 
welcoming facility. 

From the Superintendent...

Holland Central School District continues to experience success 
in classrooms, athletics and cultural endeavors. We continue to 
focus on innovation, technology and encourage relevant 
learning experiences. 

In the following pages of the Holland Dutchmen, you will find 
detailed information about the 2019-2020 proposed budget 
along with a proposition for school bus replacement and a 
capital improvement proposition. The Proposed 2019-2020 
Budget (Proposition 1) for the Holland Central School District is 
$20,459,634. Taxes will increase 2.98%. The purchase of fleet 
vehicles (Proposition 2) is $224,590. Proposition 3, Capital 
Improvement Project 2019, is $2,265,000 and includes such 
items as: reconstruction, rehabilitation, renovation, improve-
ments, and upgrades to various District buildings and facilities.
You will also find the profile of a candidate running for a 
position on the Board of Education; current Board member 
Mary Jo Szcus is running for another five-year term.         

To ensure fiscal responsibility to our residents and provide the best possible education for our students we 
have formulated sound budgeting practices with both short and long term goals in the areas of academics, 
facilities and finance.  A component in providing fiscal stability is careful utilization of the district’s reserves.  
For example; we continue to use a portion of our fund balance to support funding of voter approved capital 
reserves, thereby, keeping our facilities safe while limiting tax payer impact. To clarify, a capital reserve is a 
vehicle, whereby, we strategically allocate funds to offset future capital projects.

We are grateful to the residents of Holland who continue to support the outstanding academic and athletic 
achievements of our students and our highly trained and dedicated administrative team, faculty and staff. 
We feel that the proposed budget promotes student engagement and achievement, enhances school climate, 
and prepares students to thrive in a rapidly-changing world.

I encourage you to cast your ballot on May 21 when our 2019-2020 Annual Budget Vote, Vehicle Purchase 
Referendum, Capital Improvement Proposition, and Board of Education Election take place.

                                                                    - Cathy Fabiatos, School Superintendent                                                                                               
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* To be eligible to vote, you must be a U.S. citizen, at least 18 years of age, and a resident of the 
district for at least 30 days prior to the date of the vote.

* The Holland Central School District shall require all persons offering to vote at the budget vote 
and election to provide one form of proof of residency pursuant to Education Law 2018 – c. Such 
form may include a driver’s license, a non-driver identification card, a utility bill, or a voter 
registration card. 

Proof of residency must include home address. Not a PO Box. Upon offer of proof of residency, 
the Holland Central School District shall also require all persons offering to vote to provide their                   
signature, printed name and address.

* Absentee ballot applications may be obtained from the District Clerk’s Office, 103 Canada St., 
Holland, NY 14080.

* Completed applications must be received by the District Clerk no later than seven days before the 
election if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, or no later than the day before the vote if the 
ballot is to be personally delivered by the voter. 

Absentee ballots must be received by the District Clerk no later than 5:00 p.m. prevailing time on 
May 21, 2019.

Voter and Absentee 
Ballot Information
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HCS Ten Year Tax Levy History

Rates are estimates based on assessment values, equalization rates and exemptions from 2018-19.
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Holland Central School District 
Budget Propositions

PROPOSITION NO. 1 – 2019-2020 BUDGET

Shall the following proposition be adopted to wit:

RESOLVED, that the budget for the Holland Central School District for 
the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020, 
as presented by the Board of Education in the amount of $20,459,634, be 
hereby approved and adopted, and the required funds therefor are hereby 
appropriated and the necessary real property taxes required shall be raised 
by a tax on the taxable  property in the District to be levied and collected as 
required by law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of $7,554,101 being the total 
maximum estimated cost, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall 
be raised by the levy of a tax upon the taxable property in the district and 
collected in annual installments as provided by section 416 of the educa-
tion law; and in anticipation of such tax, obligations of the district shall be 
issued.

PROPOSITION NO. 2 -PURCHASE OF SCHOOL BUSES 
AND SIMILAR VEHICLES

Shall the following proposition be adopted to wit:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Holland Central School 
District (the “District”) is hereby authorized to purchase school buses 
and similar vehicles (and related equipment) for use in the transportation 
program of the District, an estimated maximum cost of $224,590 (with 
such estimated maximum cost reflecting the value of any trade-ins), and to 
expend therefor an aggregate sum not to exceed $224,590; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the sum of $224,590 (which may include certain up-front 
financing costs), plus an amount for interest thereon, shall be funded by 
the levy of a tax upon the taxable property of the District and collected in 
annual installments as provided by Section 416 of the Education Law; and 
be it further

RESOLVED, that in anticipation of such tax, bonds or other obligations 
(including, without limitation, obligations arising under leases, lease/
purchase contracts or installment purchase contracts having a term of 
not more than five years) of the District shall be issued or entered into in 
accordance with applicable provisions of New York State law; and be it 
further

RESOLVED, that New York State Transportation Aid funds expected to be 
received by the District are anticipated to offset a substantial part of such 
costs, and such funds, to the extent received, shall be applied to offset and 
reduce the amount of taxes herein authorized to be levied.

PROPOSITION NO. 3 - CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT, 2019

Shall the following resolutions be adopted, to-wit:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education (the “Board”) of the Holland Central School District, Erie County, New York (the “District”), is hereby au-
thorized to undertake a “Capital Improvements Project, 2019” consisting of the reconstruction, rehabilitation and renovation, in part, and the construc-
tion of additions, improvements and upgrades to, various District buildings and facilities and the sites thereof (collectively, the “Project”) to implement 
various health, safety, accessibility and Code compliance measures required by the State Education Department in connection with any significant 
capital project and various other measures that are generally described in (but are not to be limited by) the project plan that has been prepared by the 
District (with the assistance of Gordon W. Jones Associates, Architects, P.C.) and which is available for public inspection in the offices of the District Clerk 
(the “Project Plan”), such work being anticipated to include, without limitation and to the extent as and where required, the elements that are generally 
described below. Proposed site work at the Middle School is anticipated to include an extension of the Partridge Road loop including additional parking 
spaces within the loop and a new parking area on the western side of the school for athletic field parking. Other site work upgrades are anticipated to in-
clude the replacement of playground equipment at the Elementary School. Building interior upgrades at the Middle School and the Elementary School are 
anticipated to include HVAC equipment upgrades, emergency generator and lighting, and various plumbing or other building system upgrades. All of such 
work (or so much thereof as can be accomplished within the overall budget for the Project, once the construction bids are received) is to be undertaken 
at an estimated maximum cost of $2,265,000, provided that the detailed costs of the components of the Project Plan may be reallocated among such 
components, or such components may be deleted, revised or supplemented if (1) the Board shall determine that such reallocation, deletion, revision or 
supplementation is in the best interests of the District and (2) the aggregate amount to be expended for the Project shall not exceed $2,265,000 and (3) 
no material change shall be made in the overall scope and nature of the Project; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Board is hereby authorized to expend or apply toward such Project (during the current fiscal year of the District) $585,000 from the 
District’s Building Capital Reserve Fund that was established in 2016; and be it further

RESOLVED, that a tax is hereby voted to finance the balance of the estimated maximum cost of the Project in an amount not to exceed $1,680,000, such 
tax to be levied and collected in installments in such years and in such amounts as shall be determined by the Board; and be it further

RESOLVED, that in anticipation of such tax, obligations of the District (including, without limitation, serial bonds, statutory installment bonds, and/or 
lease/purchase obligations) are hereby authorized to be issued in the aggregate principal amount of not to exceed $1,680,000, and a tax is hereby voted 
to pay the interest on such obligations as the same shall become due and payable; and be it further

RESOLVED, that New York State Building Aid funds that are expected to be received by the District are anticipated to offset a substantial part of the cost 
of the Project, and such funds shall, to the extent received, be applied to offset and reduce the amount of taxes herein authorized to be levied.

Tuesday, May 21 2019

HS Gymnasium
6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
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Candidate for Board of Education Seat
There is one five-year seat open on the Board of Education. One community member has submitted her   
petitions and her biography is below. All potential candidates were invited to submit photographs and 
statements for this publication. The District is not responsible for facts or opinions contained in any of 
this information. There is a space on the ballot for any write in candidates.

  

My name is Mary Jo Szucs, I am a current member on the Board of Education at HCS. I have been a resident 
here in Holland for 13 years. My husband and I grew up in Strykersville, and although I attended school in 
another district my husband graduated from HCS and my children are attending HCS. Our three children 
are at least 5th generation of our family to attend Holland Schools. My profession is in health care and I am 
currently working as a home care worker. 

I have become very involved with HCS since my children have started school. I have volunteered countless 
hours of my time to help provide fun and educational opportunities for the children of HCS. I am currently 
the Elementary PTO president. I have served on various committees through out my term on the board. I  
am also on the BLT at the Elementary school.    
    
I am running for my 2nd term on the school board because this district and community are very important 
to me. I know that I can continue to make positive and open minded decisions for our school district. Since    
being on the board,  we  helped open the Middle School, we have kept taxes down, we have put forth 2 
Capital improvement projects, we have helped bring our district in to good financial standing, we have 
updated our policy manual, and we have attended conferences to further our knowledge on current school 
board information. 
    
My goal in my 2nd term will be to continue to make sure the children continue to receive the best quality 
education possible, while being mindful of our finances. I will continue to be attentive to the information 
provided by our Superintendent and Director of Finance and make the best decisions possible based on 
their professional knowledge and guidance. I will continue to work with the board to make well thought out 
decisions to preserve the district fiscally all while keeping the main focus on providing our # 1 priority -the 
children- with what they need to meet the demands of a rapidly changing world.
     
I will continue to work hard, listen, and vote based on what is the best solution for keeping this district   
moving forward, being mindful of all stakeholders.
     
Over the years my family had lived in this community I have great pride for our district and the eight  
townships that make up our district. It would be my great honor to be re-elected to the HCS Board of 
Education. Please vote for me, Mary Jo Szucs, on May 21st, 2019. 

Mary Jo 
Szucs                                           
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Don’t Forget! District Vote Tuesday, May 21 2019 - HS Gymnasium - 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Ballot 
Position #1



School Budget Vote and Board Member Election
Tuesday, May 21 2019 - HS Gymnasium - 6:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Voters to Decide Four Issues on Ballot

Proposition 1: Budget — $20,459,634. Our tax cap is 4.217%, but taxes are only increasing 2.98%.

Proposition 2: Purchase of Fleet Vehicles — Vehicles purchased at an estimated cost of $224,590.

Proposition 3: Capital Improvement Project - $2,265,000 Consisting of the reconstruction,               
renovation, or rehabilitation, in part, and the construction of addtions and improvements to                
buildings and facilities.

Board of Education Seat — One member for the BOE for a 5-year term to end in 2024. 
 1. Mary Jo Szcus. Biography included in this issue.
 

Budget Hearing will be held on
Monday, May 13th at 6:00 p.m. in the Holland Community Center
*To be eligible to vote, you must be a U.S. citizen, at least 18 years of age, and a resident of the district for at 
least 30 days prior to the date of the vote. Proof of residency must be provided.*


